
Minutes 

Planning Commission 

March 4, 2019 

The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on March 4, 2019 at 6:30pm at the 
Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present 
were Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Jerry Bishop, Rodney Williams, Joni Burton, Ed Olivares, 
Teraseta Ellerbe, LeRoy Thorns, and Melanie Nichols. City Manager Danny Jackson, Planners 
Jonathan Wilson and Brian DuPont, and Code Enforcement Officer Brandon Livingston were 
also present at the meeting. Vice Chairman Will Crist and Planning Director Greg Beal were 
absent from the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 
Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 
member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 
refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 
of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Ms. 
Ellerbe made the motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Williams noted a grammatical error from 
the January minutes with the spelling of the word “cul-da-sac.” Mr. Crist seconded and all 
members were in favor.  

Board of Adjustment 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Public hearing for review and 
recommendation to City Council, regarding a text amendment to Section 5.21 Downtown 
Gateway Overlay District to include prohibited uses in the B-2 and B-3 zoning districts. Mr. 
DuPont opened the discussion by discussing the confinement of the downtown area and how 
certain uses were prohibited in the B-2 and B-3 zones. Mr. DuPont requested a call for a text 
amendment of B-1 zones to be brought up in the April City Council meeting.  

Chairman Biggerstaff opened the Public Hearing. With no one to speak Chairman Biggerstaff 
closed the Public Hearing but opened to questions. Mr. Bishop brought up the comparison of a 
batting cage to a driving range in the downtown zoning. Mr. DuPont stated these were Strategic 
Vision Plan recommendations based on foot traffic. Mr. DuPont went on to say this text 
amendment would only affect three or four properties in the Downtown Overlay. Mrs. Burton 
asked if the Table of Permitted Uses only pertained to the downtown overlay. Mr. DuPont stated 
the tables were for reference and that there is still a lot that can be done in the overlay. Ms. 
Ellerbe had a question about Fortune Tellers in Mount Holly and did not know we had any on the 
City. Mr. DuPont stated that there were none in the City to his knowledge. Mrs. Burton brought 
up the location of Caramount Health and how that fit into the overlay. Mr. Olivares 
recommended a motion on the text amendment and Mr. Bishop seconded the motion with all in 
favor. 



Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fifth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing regarding a 
Conditional District Rezoning of Gaston County Parcel ID# 178060 from R-8 Single 
Family/Conditional Use and Parcel ID# 178067 from RS-20 Gaston County to Conditional 
District Single Family. Mr. William motioned and Mr. Thorns seconded the motion. All were in 
favor and the motion passed. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the sixth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing regarding a 
Conditional District Rezoning of Gaston County Parcel ID# 220906 from R-1 Gaston County to 
Conditional District Single Family. Mr. Bishop motioned and Mr. Olivares seconded the motion. 
All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the seventh item on the agenda: Public hearing regarding a 
variance to the Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance to allow for the subdivision of Gaston County 
Parcel ID# 184334, 115 Adcock Street and 915 KL Pope Road in the R-12 Single Family Zoning 
District. Ms. Burton, Mr. Thorns, and Ms. Ellerbe removed themselves from the discussion. 
Chairman Biggerstaff, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Williams, Mr. Olivares, and Mrs. Nichols remained. Mr. 
Wilson opened the discussion. He stated that this tax parcel has two houses on one lot in a single 
family R-12 zone. This makes the property non-conforming. Mr. Wilson went on to say that a 
double wide had already been removed from the property. Mr. Wilson talked about dividing the 
lot into two separate lots even though it will not meet minimum setback requirements and lot size 
in an R-12 zone. Mr. Wilson stated the lot sizes for a R-12 zone need to be a minimum of 12,000 
Sq. Ft. with 35-foot front yard, 12-foot side yard, and 30-foot rear yard setbacks. Dividing the 
property would cause the lots to be 8,000 and 6,850 square feet respectively.  

Craig Julian, 4517 Brent Wood Drive, Belmont, NC - Mr. Julian spoke on the property and his 
intentions on selling one of the homes but keeping the other to rent out. Mr. Julian went on to 
talk about remodeling and renovating the homes to keep them looking nice. Public hearing was 
then opened. 

Sandy Woods, 116 E Henry Street – She stated how she owns multiple homes in the area and 
wants only homeowners in the homes and not renters because they have had some bad renters in 
the past.  

Chairman Biggerstaff closed the public hearing and opens to questions. Mrs. Nichols asked if 
these homes had driveways or if it was on-street parking. Mr. Julian stated one had a gravel 
driveway and the other was concrete. Mrs. Nichols then asked if the homes had City water/sewer 
which Mr. Julian said, yes. Mr. Thorns asked why he was selling one and renting out the other. 
Mr. Julian said that he keeps up with his (five) properties and the person he is renting to is a 
single dad so he keeps the rent low but helps to keep the house looking nice by painting them. 
Mr. Julian went on to say that he had gotten rid of the double wide because it was in bad shape 
and he described it as being a “Barbie jeep”. Mr. Wilson stated that there is a 30 day appeals 
period with the Gaston County Court in the matter. Mr. Bishop made a motion and Mr. Olivares 
seconded with all in favor.  

With there being no other comments Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 
Crist seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:05pm 



 


